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Brexit and the future of EU-UK digital 
cooperation — statement from 
DIGITALEUROPE 


“Today is a sad day for us because the UK is leaving the EU, and on digital policy we 
are losing a great ally and a front runner” — said DIGITALEUROPE Director General 
Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl on the day officially marking Brexit. 


66 The UK is a hub for the European digital sector. It represents 3% of global GDP but 
11.5% of global cross-border data flows. 75% of this traffic is with the rest of the EU. 


66 In addition, over half of Europe’s unicorns (billion-dollar scale-ups) are based in the UK. 
The UK has also implemented some forward-thinking policies on procurement that have 
boosted SME and tech growth. 


66 From the outset, DIGITALEUROPE has advocated for a deep and wide-ranging future 
trade agreement to avoid disruption for companies that trade across the border every 
day. Crucially, this needs to be in place before the end of the transition period in order to 
avoid a cliff-edge scenario. Both sides must strive to keep the new relationship as close 
as possible to avoid unnecessary barriers to the success of the digital sector 
— she further explained. 


Julian David, the CEO of techUK and Vice President of DIGITALEUROPE added: 


66 The UK has decided on a new relationship with the EU, and as the roots of this new 
relationship are laid down this will mean changes for the tech sector. 


66 At techUK we remain committed to work with colleagues at Digital Europe to obtain the 
best outcome for member companies, our industry, its customers and stakeholders 
across the whole of Europe. 
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One of the most important things is to make sure we have an adequacy decision on personal 
data in place before the end of the transition. This would ensure the smooth and secure flow of 
data that is so essential for digital and digitally-enabled companies. 


Non-tariff barriers to trade are a particular concern to the digital sector. It should be a priority 
to keep customs costs and red tape to an absolute minimum. 


Another issue is the movement of people. The tech sector is very international and we must 
ensure that there are no barriers to same-day movement and rapid deployment of employees by 
businesses between the UK and Europe. 


On cybersecurity, we should keep our norms as closely aligned as possible. There’s simply no 
effective digital market without strong, reliable connectivity and a robust, stable cybersecurity 
framework. 


On regulatory alignment, we support the inclusion of mechanisms to encourage and support 
equivalence between the EU and the UK on issues such as environmental regulations, product 
safety and technical standards. 


Looking forward, the digital industry would like to see an ambitious joint EU-UK strategy on 
services at the international level. Together, we can continue to lead global discussions on 
digital trade and e-commerce. 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 
some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 
associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 
citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 
the development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE Membership 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bayer, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, 
DATEV, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Graphcore, Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric 
Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto 
Networks, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Qualcomm, Red Hat, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, 
Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, 
UnitedHealth Group, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: |OO Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 

Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 

Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 

Croatia: Croatian Ireland: Technology Ireland Sweden: Teknikföretagen, 
Chamber of Economy Italy: Anitec-Assinform IT&Telekomföretagen 


Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT 
BRANCHEN, Dansk Erhverv 
Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec 
Numérique, Tech in France 


Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 
Netherlands: NLdigital, FIAR 
Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 


Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 


